BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Hello, I'm Claire from Tianjin. | would like to know the usage of the word "might" and the
meaning of it in the following sentence. "This caused a few gasps, as well it might."
Thank you.

Yang Li: KFEUF, BARAMF, LLEZEREWT & Claire 1k i 7S AF A g BAT i in) 8. Xt i )
$ 1) FHE & PIER  R AR . In the first part, we'll take a look at the meaning
of 'might’ in her sentence in the email. And in the second half of the
programme we’ll take a look at the general use of the word 'might'. To help
me with the first question is an English language teaching expert at the
BBC, Frances.

Insert

OK the sentence that the reader sends is "This caused a few gasps, as well it might."
Now this is formal and it's rather literary. It doesn't sound like normal everyday
conversation. What's happening here is that something has happened. And as a result a
few people gasped, they went oh... so something was shocking or surprising.

Now when the speaker says as well it might, this means the speaker considers that the
event that caused those gasps certainly merited this reaction, as well it might. Another
way to say it could be, as well it ought to have done.

Yang Li: Fran R Rig 4, 12— N CA ARG A), RAIEI R R RFHGE T LA
KIREtt, e mR P, T imEA 12 R,

Insert

Now this is formal and it's rather literary. It doesn’t sound like normal everyday
conversation.

Yang Li: Wi XiE—HIER. SCEAAEINTE ) formal and rather literary. A& H & 6

FiE it doesn't sound like normal everyday conversation. A4 X f) & A C# M0
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Insert

What's happening here is that something has happened. And as a result a few people
gasped, they went oh... so something was shocking or surprising.

Yang Li: A NGRS KB T shocking or surprising A A\ 250 ANAE 2 15 N
SAEAN AAE MR I, BT LD X R 2 gasps.
Insert

Now when the speaker says as well it might, this means the speaker considers that the
event that caused those gasps certainly merited this reaction.

Yang Li: PEF N XA SRR ANAT, ANATTA R S NPT 2448, Merit St (A3 B RE, BV R
Fo

Insert

As well it might. Another way to say it could be, as well it ought to have done.

Yang Li: As well it might & Tt /& as well it ought to have done 7k I 1% &I FE 1)
Wik XML might R IRA S5 BT VEIRA U & A S0 ik s e !

Insert

Now when the speaker says as well it might, this means the speaker considers that the

event that cause those gasps certainly merited this reaction. As well it might. Another
way to say it could be, as well it ought to have done.

Yang Li: Welcome back to Question and Answer of the week. Now for the second
part of this programme I've invited my colleague William Kremer.

William: Hi Li. I guess you'd like me to help you with some explanation of the word
'might’ as it's used in everyday English?

Yang Li: You got it. FHEEAT—&AEH might XA 5 WK LA k.
William: It is used as the past tense of 'may".
Example

I thought I might find you in the canteen.

Yang Li: RIFRLICH AT e T B R, X B might j&2 may [l 0, wlfg.
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Example

I thought I might find you in the canteen.

William: It's also used instead of 'may' to make a possibility seem less likely or to
make a request for permission more polite.

Yang Li: AI might AU may o — i A KK AT BEVE B8 AESE R SRINAE I, 2 e
Wik

Example

England might win the World Cup if it adopts the right strategy.

Yang Li: BERE LI SRS Y, A E S AR
Example

Might I have a word with you for a few minutes, please.

Yang Li: TRRES Lo Bhnd 2 oA TEER AR L
William: Another usage that you often hear is when people use the word 'might’ to

suggest that something would have been possible if something else had
been the case.

Yang Li: Ji—MEE WHREBE ] might SRR L AR S AF al e A E RIS L might have
done something.

Example
I might have become a millionaire if I'd gone into banking.
Yang Li: AR ENAT A E RIAER A T E 5 T .

William: There is also the phrase might as well, which is used to suggest that there
is no good reason for not doing something.

Yang Li: Might as well X MEHIRAH, RoRBAE A F

Example

No one wants to read these books so | might as well give them to charity.

Yang Li: BEAR B NARF X, ISR UIE e A B EHIE T,
William: Then finally we've got the word 'might' as it's used as a noun, which has a

completely different meaning. It can mean either the pure physical
strength or the power of an institution.
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Yang Li: RN Might a4y 44 3] R IRk 52 S AR 1 el — ML BRI X3, Je .

Example

It's arguable whether China has the same military might as the United States.

Yang Li: H R ) 2 5 52 0 17 RE A SR [R5 A 4 L
William: That's quite a lot to take in for one programme but if you're keen to find all

the usages of the word then you can refer to any good dictionary.

Yang Li: Meanwhile log onto our website www.bbcukchina.com for more vocabulary
lessons.

William: Bye bye.

Yang Li: Bye.
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